
An Introduction to

Fresh Direct Local (Scotland)

Scotland can make more of Foodservice
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John Harris & Bill Hawkins
buy an old Austin 3 lorry as 
a mobile shop

CƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪǎΩ ǘŀƪƛƴƎǎ
ŦǊƻƳ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƴΩ ǾŜƎ
shop in Bicester
£97-15s-6d

õ90-95

Formation of Freshgro 
(Bicester) Ltd

3rd shop in Summertown, 
Oxford

Brand new warehouses ς
and a computer!

Supplies from Holland,
France, Guernsey and
direct from growers

Now 32 shops!

John & Bill take trip to 
America to fact finding 
mission

Shops sold gradually and 
move to catering and retail

Built large new premises in 
Kidlington to hold both 
businesses

Bill retires and Nigel Harris 
takes over the business ςand 
starts to build better 
procurement and supply to 
event caterers

Colin Harris joins the 
company

õ66-70

Retail focus

Focus on procurement

Cosmetic image lifted

õ80-90õ70-80

We were sole providers
for the Channel Tunnel

Start to supply the
event catering industry

5 new lorries!
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Change of name to

Big investment in purchasing 
and control of quality 
standards

Food development, Marketing 
focus

Long term pricing
structures

Explosive increase
in turnover

Substantial investment
into IT

Acquisition of Caterfresh
to bring northern arm
όhŎǘ Ψлрύ

Award winning

õ95-00 õ00-05 õ05-09

Eureka!!!

Won first Central Distribution 
(CD) business

Introduced full fleet of 
refrigerated vehicles

Fresh Direct Procurement
introduced

Sole provider for the 
Millennium Dome

Second 
ΨLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

depot
built

Secured many CD accounts


